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Apart from Federal law, which is an entirely different
kertle of fish (see Growing For A Collective), conforming
to local laws requires thar vou become familiar with all
of them. California law iz a bit confuging, since when
Proposition 215 passed, it didn't even spell out how many
plants you could grow. Many District Armorneys learned
o rely on the guidelines handed down by Governor Jerry
Firown when he was Atomey General in 2008, which limir
individual patients 1o 6 marure or 12 immarure plants

Generally, "mature plants” refers wo plants in the
1;:|,|'.I.'|_-|_'||:'|=_{ stame, :_||;-.,| Tmmarure p'.nnr.-‘-" refers T ;"i:luh 1Ty
the vepetative stage, Some DAs will consider clones or
seedlings to be "unviable plants™ and not count them, and
some will count them toward your "immature plant” toral
Berter ro be safe than sormry: the only assumption thar’s safe
tor make is that someone out there would love o put you

behind bars for nothing more than growing a plamt
The 612 rule was codibed vy SB 420 as follows

HS 11362.77 (a) A qualified parient or primary carcgiver
My possess No more than L'I'_{l'lT oumces of '.III'.."H.' mafiji=nna
per qualified patient. In addition, a qualifhed patient o
primary caregiver may also maintain no more than six
mature or 12 immature marijuana plants per qualified
patient.

Here's what they mean by “dried manijuana”

HS 11362.77(d):
flowers of female cannabis plant or the plant conversion

shall be considered when determining allowable quantities
of [medical] marijuana under rhis secrion.

Only the dried mature pr-.m-w.ﬂ

Kief, hash, and hash oil are generally considered o be
“conversions ., a5 well as bud (ground or inract), Bur the
wording implics that cannabis leaves, or anything made
from leaves, are not counted in the eight ounces, so there's
an observarion thar might help vou someday

Chris Conrpd of Safe Access Now, who s an
acknowledeed cannabis expert and an  instructor it
Oaksterdam University, poines out that the SB 420 “safe
harbor™ from arrest only applies if you have a state [D card,
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In People v Kelly (2010) , the Califomia Supreme Court
struck down predefined quantity limats, but as California
NORML points out on their definifive web page ar

heeps/fwww.canorml.org/prop/localiSpolicies himl,  this
doesn't mean “anything goes”

The Supreme Court’s recent Kelly decision has been
widely misinterpreted to imply that the limits no longer
"‘F'PI"‘-' ,|11-_| that l,'\l.l.lll_'lll.-\- can rherefore ETOW 5 ||||.|'..|'I d5
they want. In fact, the Court’s deciion lets the police
arrest anyone who exceeds the guidelimes. The only thing
i basis for

it disallows is for the puidelines o be wsed
convicrion in criminal trials

The Good News And The Bad News

MNow, the pood news is that some counties have higher

limirs, assuming your doctor says you need more medicine,

and no county can set lower limits than the 6/12 allowed

by state law. In Sonoma County, you grow up to 30

plants. San Francisco and San Diego allow
10 Erow up to 24 ["l:':“'-?' Olakland allows a wh ping fIF:
1'||_'||"_I_'5._ but omly indoors. All of these roles, regulations, and

nme pakient

guidelines have their own foibles, such & “size of canopy”™
or the wtal area of the parden, or different numbers or
i codlectives have
different rules in many areas as well

The bad news i that some counties and cities have

raken recently to passing laws which restrict the rights of
paticnts to grow their own medicine, even in their own

house ar on their own land. Unitil these laws are overturned

in court, you must be aware of them. Butte County passed
a law in May that charges almost 3300 for a “permit
grow”, as well as making it illegal 1o grow on propenty of
less than ¥ acre. The city of Anderson outlawed growing
cither indoors or outdoors: you must construct a bunker of
precisely 30 square feet with specilic parameters to be legal;
Coming passed a similar law, while Dunsmuir says you can
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