B Dhannd Fiedler

Growing medical marijuana for a collective of other patiemsican be

both personally and financial

y rewarding, but if you're justislt for the

money, you'll probably be tempted to break California iasseener or
later, and then you'll end up in a world of hurt.

Even if you follow California law scrupulously like most
'I"I_'q.l]"ll._' Iy [ I.II.I‘I o CntL |.|.|."|. I=1EH .'|'||'.I ANDOUNCEMEnts
by the Federal Department of Justice mean thar serious
prowers will be under more scruting. Check online
news ar Thed20Times.com to keep up with the latest
developments

Collective? Caregiver? Dispensary?

Az noted in the article Growing Your Own California
Legality And Realiry, Jerry Brown wrote a memo three
Vears ago when he was California Attorney General
that's still used today as a set of guidelines by state District
Artorneve. Entitled "Guidelines For The Security And
Mon-Diversion Of Marijuana Grown For Medical Use™,
it lavs out some dehnitions that anyone in this business
must understand.
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On the other hand, the word “collecrive”
is not defined anywhere in Califormia law!
Bur according 1o the memao:

A collective showld be an G T SYELIm
that meredy facilitates the collabovative
#ffores of pabient and carepiver members
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Finally, we should wake a look at the word
“dispensary™;

Although medical T ICT
“dispemsaries” have been operating in
l.:||.||r|l:'||!|l for wears, dishensares, o8
sch, are not recognized under the o
As noted above, the only recognized
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collectives, It is the opmian of this Chfice
that a properly ovpanized and operaned
collective or cooperative that dispenses
medical manjuana through @ storefrome
may be lawful under California low, but
tha dispensaries that do not subsumlally
comply with the madetines set forth. . .are
kel operaging crtside the progecnoms of
Proposition 215 and the MMP, and that
the imdividuals operatmg such entitics
may be subject to arrest and criminagl
prosecution under California law

Owr final quote from Brown's guidelines
is quite relevant to the topic of growing:

Cotlectives  and  cooperatives  showld

acquire manpuana  only  from  then
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The collective or cooperative may then

allocate it to other members of the group

Mothingraliows marijuana (o be purchased
from outside the collective o cooperative
for distribution o fts members, Instead
the cycle should be a closed-circudt of
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with no purchases or sales o or from nom-

MEmmeTs

What to Do?

Sa, if you plan ro just grow for yourself
and a few other patients you're the primary
caregiver for, you shouldn't mun into any
problems as long as you stay within the
limats of your local laws. Onee you decide
vou're going to grow large quanrities and
sell the excess back to any collectives or
dispensarics you might be a member of,
vou're entering a different warld.

[t's a very competitive market right now,
in spire of the facr that all collectives and
dispensarics must be non-profic by law.
Many of the op dispensaries insist on
resting of all cannabis — not only to see the
THC/CBDYCBMN ratios, but also to make
sure there's no pesticide residue, maold, and
g0 om, [ his is no place for amateur growing:
spider mirte signs, dog or car or human
hairs, mildew, or bad curing will knock your
batch of weed out of the running. You'll
probably be expecred o supply at least 3
o 3 pounds minimum, and you're probably
going to bear the cost of some or all of this
testing.

This is the beginning of wearing
medical marijuana as real medicine in the
marketplace, and ensuring its consistency,
uniformity, and strength.

100 Will Get You 5

You should always consult an artomey
before getring involved iIn  growing
marijuana, especially if you're growing
commercial quantities or for other people
As most people know by now, growing
more than 99 planis at once sets you up
for possible Federal prosecution. This will
guarantee you at least Ave years in Federal
Prizon upon comnvicrion due o minimum
SENPEnCImE FTES

Sa the limit is said vo be “99 plants”, but
the recent high-profile case of Dr. Mollie
Fry and Dale Schater proves that to be a
fantasy, as the prosecutors simply added
up the plants they grew for three years all
together to make 109, Whar not everyone
realizes is that the govemment makes the
rules, o they can change them however
they want
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